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Short Synopsis

Recovering addicts Frankie and Allie spend their lives
helping other addicts, but can they stay clean themselves?

AMERICAN RELAPSE is a story about two people fighting to make a difference against the 
devastating heroin epidemic that’s spawning a billion-dollar treatment industry.  Against the 
odds, in an “Us vs. the World” mentality, two recovering addicts spend their lives pulling nee-
dles out of the arms of addicts and assist in placing them in reputable treatment facilities. 

The film features Frankie and Allie who live and work in Delray Beach, Florida, the Rehab Capi-
tal of America, now referred to by some as the Relapse Capital of America. They allowed the 
film crew all access for one weekend. What transpires over 72 hours is not only captivating and 
raw, but a heartbreaking rollercoaster ride.

Drug overdoses killed more
Americans last year than
the Vietnam War.
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Long Synopsis
AMERICAN RELAPSE is a documentary about two people fighting to make a difference against 
the devastating heroin epidemic and the billion-dollar treatment "industry" it has spawned.  

Frankie is 38 and has relapsed multiple times but continues to operate his F*ck Heroin Foun-
dation with his mother. Allie is 28 and has been clean and sober for 10 years. While they are at 
different points on the recovery spectrum, they both share a deep belief in the 12th step: 
helping others.  

Against all odds, Frankie and Allie spend their reclaimed lives pulling needles out of the arms 
of addicts and try to place them in reputable treatment facilities or protect them from the 
predatory ones.

The pair agreed to let a documentary crew capture their day-to-day struggles on the frontline 
of this national health crisis, risking their sobriety and their lives to save others and capture a 
brutally honest, street-level look at this raw and tragic world.  

The film is a heartbreaking rollercoaster, intimately documenting nearly every level of the 
opioid epidemic.  Whether it's the struggle against relapse and the ever-present danger of 
overdose or the damage left behind - homelessness, collapsed families and mental illness to 
funerals of those who have fallen victim to this disease of addiction.

Frankie and Allie -- these unlikely and imperfect heroes -- opened their lives for the world to 
see, hoping to shine a light anywhere and any way they can. In the process, they show viewers 
and addicts alike that despite seemingly impossible odds and devastating damage, empathy 
and hope can restore a little bit of humanity to those who struggle and can sometimes save 
their lives.

Press Kit pg. 3 of 10



AMERICAN RELAPSE turns to Dopesick Nation

Background Information

AMERICAN RELAPSE has spun-off as a docu-series for 
Vice Media's TV network, “Viceland.” The 10 episode 
docu-series, "Dopesick Nation" is based on Pat McGee 
Pictures' AMERICAN RELAPSE. Pat McGee Pictures 
teamed with Viceland and T Group Prohductions to 
produce the 10 one-hour episode documentary series 
which was the highest rated new original series for 
Viceland in 2018.

Drug overdoses killed more Americans last year 
than the Vietnam War.

Recovering addicts Frankie and Allie spend their 
lives helping other addicts, but can they stay 
clean themselves?

AMERICAN RELAPSE is a feature documentary about 
the ripped-from-the-headlines heroin epidemic and 
the corrupt underground rehab industry that has 
sprung up around it in Southern Florida.
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Always pushing standards higher, Adam pours his heart into 
his work and expects no less of everyone around him. He 
worked extensively as Supervising Producer on 24 to Life, 
LMN’s highest rated show in 2016. He dove headfirst into the 
opioid epidemic directing AMERICAN RELAPSE, which lead to 
a 10 episode docu-series produced by Adam on Viceland. He 
is a hands-on filmmaker, obsessed with the action in the 
field and extreme focus of post-production. AMERICAN 
RELAPSE is Adam's feature directorial debut.

Adam Linkenhelt

Pat McGee is an award-winning showrunner and director 
in both film and television. A Michigan transplant, Pat has 

been passionately telling stories in television for over 
twenty years. In 2018, Viceland Network picked up the 

original Pat McGee Pictures’ series, “Dopesick Nation,” a 
docu-drama about the opioid epidemic in Florida. PMP’s 

original feature documentary based on the Viceland 
series, AMERICAN RELAPSE, won feature documentary 

honors at Film Festivals across the country.

Simultaneous to producing “Dopesick Nation,” Pat execu- 
tive produced and directed the YouTube Original feature 

documentary “The Deported,” set to premiere in the
spring of 2019. In 2017, he sold a feature documentary film 
to National Geographic Channel, “World of Sound,” about 

retinitis pigmentosa, while wrapping up the second 
season of Pat McGee Pictures’ “24 to Life,” which aired on 

Lifetime, LMN and A&E. Pat’s focus has been on produc-
ing, “Stories Worth Telling.” He’s grateful for all those 

who let him into their world to assist in telling their story. 
He keeps pushing to give a voice to the voiceless, while 

respecting the art of storytelling.

Pat McGee
  

The Directors
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Director’s Statement

Pat McGee
  

After shooting a feature documentary with Frankie and Allie taking us into their recovery 
world, we knew the story was just beginning. Viceland agreed and allowed us to dig deeper 
and tell this important story.

AMERICAN RELAPSE is a story that speaks the language of those affected; addict’s friends and 
family members. The POV is coming from two recovering addicts trying to help other people 
struggling with addiction.

We wanted AMERICAN RELAPSE to speak the truth about the opioid epidemic, yes 80% of 
addicts will relapse. That's true, but we found a couple of warriors in Frankie and Allie who 
don't give up on addicts, they don't care about the stats.

We always believed AMERICAN RELAPSE could give a voice to the voiceless. In our lifetime 
we've seen activists rise up and create a movement for those being dismissed and not heard; 
HIV, LGBTQ, and now it's happening in the Recovery World. Addiction is faceless, it's a disease 
that doesn't discriminate. Our hope is that American Relapse will assist in crushing the stigma 
of addiction.
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Questions about the Film 

DIRECTORS
PAT MCGEE

ADAM LINKENHELT

PRODUCERS
TERRY HAHIN
DENNIS HILL

DEVON COLLINS
ADAM LINKENHELT

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS
IAN MANHEIMER

JAIME MANHEIMER
STACY MCPEAK

PAT MCGEE

LINE PRODUCER
KEITH PLANT

CINEMATOGRAPHY
MICHAEL GOODMAN

CAMERA OPERATOR
GREG TAYLOR

SOUND RECORDIST
JIMMY SIECZKA

POST SOUND
WOODY WOODHALL

ORIGINAL SCORE
DENNIS HILL

FEATURING MUSIC BY
DRIFTMACHINE

COLORIST
DEVON COLLINS

RICK OKRAY

How was the film shot?
72 hours. Following Frankie and Allie from the chaotic slam of a Friday night, and 
then ending on the heroin hangover of Monday.

What makes this film different than other heroin docs?
On the ground access. We didn’t follow cops, or have psychologist talking heads. We 
are on the ground, following the story wherever it took us. We didn’t have a plan 
other than to be truthful and capture an unfiltered account of the junkie hunter 
world.

What is special about the heroin treatment industry?
Heroin treatment is a complex and corrupt industry. This film sheds light on the 
recovery industry that is fueled by greed, often looking at struggling addicts as a 
cash commodity.

What is the film style?
A dynamic, stylized account of what it feels to be on the ground in the heroin epi-
demic. The crew worked around the clock in order to assure they didn’t miss a beat. A 
small team was used to be unobtrusive and document this very intimate account of 
the addiction and treatment world in South Florida.

What makes the setting, Delray Beach, Florida, unique?
Delray Beach, Florida has been in recent years a popular spot for heroin treatment 
centers.

Corruption and money skyrocketed into a billion-dollar treatment industry. Due to 
the high rate of relapse, Delray Beach area morphed into a heroin dealer’s mecca. 
Delray Beach once known as the Rehab capital of the country is now known as the 
Relapse capital of the country.

Now today, the corrupt money rolls in from a treatment industry that profits more 
from relapse.
 
What is the main purpose / focus of the film?
More than anything, the film follows the struggle of Frankie and Allie.  They are both 
recovering addicts themselves, surrounded in temptation to relapse at any time.  In 
addition, convincing other addicts to accept help is a massive challenge.  The mental 
struggle that Frankie and Allie face every day is a captivating tale.
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What People are Saying
"A shocking and unflinching look at the underbelly of the world of addiction and 
recovery. This film reveals the dark architecture of a cruel cottage industry that 
further victimizes and sabotages treatment programs for people struggling with 
addiction and recovery. Suspenseful, heart-breaking and well-structured, this docu-
mentary is worth watching."
George Marshall
Executive Director of Flickers' Rhode Island International Film Festival

“AMERICAN RELAPSE is fearless filmmaking, an inspiring piece of work in its human-
ity and attention to craft. This provocative work dives deep into its subjects' lives, 
asking hard questions about addiction, forgiveness and what it truly means to help 
others. Few documentaries challenge the American Dream with such aplomb and 
care; reporting from the front lines, affirming humanity, pulling no punches."
Pete Tolton
Program Director of Montana International Film Festival

"Just from the first few frames, AMERICAN RELAPSE lets you know you’re watching 
something unique and important. Frankie and Allie’s daily battle to do good are 
highlighted by the way this movie captures the murky nights and hazy days on the 
streets in South Florida. Pat McGee has set out to pull back the curtain on an 
abused system in American healthcare and I’m proud that the team at Gravitas 
Ventures will help spread the message contained in his film.”
Nick Royak
Acquisitions Manager, Gravitas Ventures

“We may think we are already all too familiar with the sad story of the opioid epi-
demic: unchecked corporate greed, too few treatment options, and the growing 
scourge wiping out whole families and communities. A poignant and fearless film, 
American Relapse tells the story of recovering addicts bucking a corrupt system, 
while trying to help others and themselves stay clean.  And a world where “getting 
help” is not the simple act of will that many imagine it to be.”
Patti North
Executive Director, Alexandria Film Festival
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